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discussion, but to open it. It asks for consideration and,
where it is wrong, for refutation. There may, however,
be some who complain with more reason of dogmatism.
There may be readers who belong to some school or sect
with which the writer has little sympathy, and whose
favourite opinions and interpretations he has no doubt in
many cases entirely overlooked. Such readers will natu-
rally be offended when they find what they regard as
obviously true treated as obviously false. But they ought
to consider that on such a subject as Christianity no one
can write for all at once ; every writer must suppose that
he will be read only by those who will grant him some
general postulates which are by no means self-evident;
the reader who cannot grant these, ought to know that
the book was not intended for him. If it had been
necessary to prove every point which able and famous
writers have denied, assuredly those for whom Ecce Homo
was written would never have had patience to read it,
nor indeed f would the author have had patience to
write it.

As this book contains no criticism of documents, some
reviewers have supposed that the Author wrote without
any criterion in his mind by which to test the veracity
of the narratives from which he drew his conclusions,
and that he simply assumed the truth of everything
which struck his fancy or suited a preconceived theory.
It may therefore be advisable to give here a short
account of the method he pursued.

He was concerned with four writers who, in probable
nearness to the events they record and means of acquiring
information,belongto the better class of historical witnesses,
but whose veracity has been strongly impeached by critics,